
BOARD OF SELECTMEN/SEWER COMMISSIONERS 
HYBRID TOWN HALL & ZOOM MEETING 

Wednesday, June 9, 2021 – 6:00 PM 
 

PRESENT: Neal Pilson, Chair; Alan Hanson, Selectman; Roger Manzolini, Selectman; Danielle 
Fillio, Town Administrator; Pat Callahan, Chair Mun. Bldg. Cte.; Alison Cole; Miles Garfinkel; Bill 
Bullet, Police Chief; Linda Kay; Andy Kay; Mark Gross 
 
Neal opened the meeting at 6:00 PM with the first agenda item: 
Approval of Minutes of the May 12, 2021 meeting of the Board of Selectmen: There being no 
questions or revisions offered, Roger moved that the minutes of the May 12, 2021 meeting of 
the Board of Selectmen be approved as read. The motion was seconded by Al and adopted by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Appointment of the Phase II Building Committee: It was noted that the Board of Selectmen is 
charged with appointing a Building Committee of citizens who will work with them to secure 
the design, work, construction and oversight of the process to conclusion. Neal asked Pat 
Callahan, Chair of the Phase I Building Committee, to provide a list of recommended members 
for Phase II. Pat indicated that she has been asked by the members of the recent Phase I 
Committee to have them continue their involvement going forward. In addition to those 
members, Pat included several new names so that the membership list would read as follows: 
Kathryn Wilson, Dick Stover, Melissa Roller, Roger Manzolini, Mark Gross, Gloria Morse, Peter 
Cohen, Kristin Smith, Stephanie Beiling, Brad Havill, Bob Gniadek, Chris May, Nate Steele, Pat 
Callahan. 
 
Of those names it only remains to verify that Brad Havill will have the time to devote to this 
new committee. Pat will contact him for an answer and advise the Board what he decides. In 
acknowledging that the committee would be very large, Pat noted that it would be best utilized 
as a series of sub-committees that would work on specific aspects of the project, making the 
best use of the individual skills of their members. 
 
Roger agreed with that assessment and moved that the Board approve the appointment of the 
list of Phase II Building Committee members as provided by Pat to assist in the construction and 
design decisions associated with the project and discuss those things that the Town’s residents 
deem appropriate, based on the sub committees’ findings. The project will culminate in an 
Open House Party. The motion was seconded by Al and approved by unanimous consent. 
 
The Charge to the Phase II Building Committee is that it will take an advisory role to the Board 
of Selectmen and assist that Board to review various aspects of the construction and design and 
provide input from the community in the form of monthly reports to the Board and the Town. 
 
Approval and Signing of Contract Extensions for Project Manager and Engineer: The next issue 
was contract extensions for the Program Manager and the Engineer for Phase II. That action 
was deferred until the Finance Committee can review the contracts. 



 
Chili and Chowder Festival Permit: Kristine described the long-standing annual fund-raising 
event for the Boys and Girls Club and Camp Russell. A short discussion determined that the 
event would proceed in the same manner it had been held for many years. Al moved to allow 
the event to move forward and approve the permit. Roger seconded the motion, which was 
approved by unanimous vote. Roger then moved to approve the one-day temporary liquor 
license for that same event. Al seconded that motion, which passed with unanimous vote. 
 
Appointment of Constable: Chief Bullet asked that the Board appoint Patrick Barry to the list of 
Constables for the Town of Richmond. Mr. Barry has retired from a 27-year career as a Pittsfield 
Police Officer and has been a life-long resident of the Berkshires who is currently renting in 
Richmond while he seeks an affordable house to purchase and become a full-time Richmond 
resident. Roger moved that the Board appoint Pat Barry to the position of Constable. Al 
seconded the motion, which was carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Appointment of Mark Gross to the ZBA: Mark is an experienced attorney who served on the 
Phase I Committee with extensive experience in Zoning matters. Neal moved to appoint Mark 
to the Alternate position in the ZBA vacated by Steve Patterson. Roger seconded the motion, 
which was approved by unanimous vote.  
 
Discussion – Sewer Connections in Richmond Shores: Dick Stover raised several issues of 
concern regarding the number of sewer users, whether that number exceeded the original 
intent and whether everyone was paying the correct amount. He referred to existing Town 
Regulations for the actions he felt were not being taken appropriately such as the lack of a 
report in the 2020 Annual Town Report on all work done in the sewer system during the year, 
the total length and number of existing sewer hook-ups and the total expenditures from the 
appropriation for sewers. 
 
In addition, he cited regulations concerning the expenses of sewer installation and connections 
and the issue of undeveloped lots subsequently qualifying as buildable, which according to the 
regulations, would then incur the responsibility to pay all the back assessments from 2004. 
There was a discussion of a lot currently being built upon that would incur that debt. Reports 
from the Tax Collector and Al were that the owner has been advised of the costs involved and is 
comfortable with doing that.  
 
Dick went on to ask about the disposition of funds collected in the past, which were to have 
been placed in the Sewer Fund and applied to the principal and interest of the debt incurred. 
Those monies were put instead into the General Fund. He suggested that an independent third-
party accounting firm do a separate audit of the Town with a separate accounting of the Sewer 
Enterprise Totals and expenditures from 2004.  
 
A discussion included information from Roger that ten years ago the Town begin putting money 
aside to pay for the inevitable short-fall that will occur at the end of the 30 year period and an 
Investment Advisory Committee had been created just before the COVID pandemic made it 



impossible for them to meet. He thanked Dick for raising the issues addressed and promised 
that there would be specific answers provided. Roger asked that Danielle arrange a meeting for 
the Board with Paul Lisi, Tax Collector, to investigate the questions raised. 
 
Holly Stover advised the Board of the technical difficulties she had trying to access the meeting. 
Danielle explained what the problem was and explained the solution that had been available.  
 
That engendered a conversation about the probable shape of future meetings after the COVID 
restrictions are lifted. Current requirements will remain in place until September, during which 
time the Legislature will rewrite the Open Meeting Law. The expectation is that some remote 
participation by the public will be allowed, but that the quorum will have to be in-person. 
 
Driveway Permit on Turkey Trot: Brent White of White Engineering representing Susan and 
Alan Durrell, explained that the permit his company is seeking is for temporary access to the 
property in order to move heavy equipment onto the site for the determination of an 
appropriate placement for the proposed home being built. 
 
There was considerable discussion concerning whether the Con. Com. needed to sign off on the 
permit request, which was deemed not necessary as this was a temporary access to the 
property and not a formal driveway request and that White Engineering had taken every 
precaution to be sure they were 200 feet outside any sensitive areas. Roger moved that the 
Board approve the permit, pending verbal approval by Shep Evens, Agent of the Con. Com. Al 
seconded the motion, which was passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Acceptance of a Donation from Dr. Elizabeth Sayman to the Perpetual Care Fund of the 
Cemetery: Dr. Sayman has left $500. In her will for Perpetual Care. Al moved that the donation 
be accepted. Roger seconded the motion, which was adopted by unanimous vote. 
 
Selectmen’s Matters: Roger asked that a date be set to discuss the issue of the ownership of 
Town Hall and the maintenance of the road to the east and north of the Church, using the map 
that shows where that road lies. Neal asked that before any such meeting with third parties, 
the Board should meet in Executive Session to review issues that should be discussed in a 
confidential setting. The date of Wednesday, June 16th at 4:00 PM was set for that Executive 
Session. 
 
Roger then asked about a second mural found behind the stage area; was it the intention of the 
Town to preserve that one as well as the one in front. Danielle will contact Gloria Morse as the 
Chair of the Historical Commission and Al will research some historical records to see what is 
known about it. 
 
Updates from the Town Administrator: Danielle reported that the Dublin Bridge Project 
contract required approval. She noted that the contract would determine how far out the 
project would run and that one of the conditions applied is that they cannot rip up the road 



before work actually begins so that the amount of time Dublin Road will be closed would be 
kept to a minimum.  
 
Lifeguards will begin their duties on June 14th, as will the Pond Monitors. A second lifeguard has 
just been hired, which will alleviate Roger’s concern about having a single lifeguard on duty at 
the beach. Several suggestions were offered to ensure that there is always a second person 
present. 
 
Roger asked that the Board assign someone to provide the reports that are mandated on the 
Sewer and Sewer Betterment projects for the next Annual Report. He would also like to arrange 
a meeting with Paul Lisi to clarify the issues raised. 
 
There being no further business before the Board, Neal moved to adjourn the meeting. Roger 
seconded the motion, which carried by unanimous consent. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Neal Pilson , Chair  
 
 
      
 

 
 
 


